
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2, 2019 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Shaker Heights Development Corporation is pleased to announce Winteractive, a free outdoor 
festival of interactive light art, which will take place February 7th – 10th, 2019 on Tuttle Road in 
the Van Aken District of Shaker Heights. The festival will feature four distinct installations which 
will be illuminated nightly from 4-10 pm.  
 
An opening night celebration will take place on Thursday, February 7th, from 5-8 pm and will 
feature a live DJ, food and beverage for purchase and free treats for kids.  
 
Anchoring the festival will be Loop, an interactive work that plays short flipbook-style movies 
inspired by fairy tales. At the center of each of six giant wheels is a music box to provide 
accompaniment for the hand-drawn animations.  

Loop -  by Ekumen, designed by Olivier Girouard, Jonathan Villeneuve, and Ottoblix in 
collaboration with Generique Design, Jérôme Roy and Thomas Ouellet Fredericks - is inspired by 
the zoetrope, an optical toy invented in the 19th century. It is a hybrid of the music box, zoetrope 
and railway handcar. Viewers sit down inside the zoetrope, pump the bar, and make the image 
cylinder turn. The pictures spring into motion, tinted by a strobe effect. The speed of the 
whirring pictures, the frequency at which the light flickers and the tempo of the music are all 
determined by how fast viewers move the bar. 

In addition to Loop, installations by three local artists will be featured. The works were chosen 
through a competitive RFP process juried by the Arts Van Aken Advisory Committee, with in-kind 
support from Ingenuity Cleveland in the form of RFP distribution and selection assistance. 
 
The local works include Symbiosis Tree by artist and CIA associate professor Steven Gutierrez, a 
sculptural work that interacts with viewers’ breath; Portal of Possibilities, a large-scale viewer-
manipulated projection by Anthony Meyo, director of Jest Media; and stratus by Lauren Skunta of 
Elbowgrease Design, which will be an overhead-suspended piece that incorporates light and sound 
reminiscent of a giant windchime.   
 
Winteractive is the signature event of Arts Van Aken (AVA), Shaker Heights Development 
Corporation’s new arts-based placemaking initiative designed to bring quality arts and culture 
programming to the Van Aken District, with the goal of enhancing the area as an inclusive and 
exciting central gathering place for the entire Shaker community and beyond.  More information 
about Arts Van Aken can be found at www.artsvanaken.org. 
 

3558 Lee Road, Shaker Hts., OH   44120 



AVA intends to make Winteractive an annual event that will continue to increase opportunities 
for local artists to fabricate and exhibit work that incorporates light and interactive media.  
 
Support for the inaugural Winteractive festival has been provided by Cuyahoga Arts and 
Culture; The Teri Chmielewski Team, Keller Williams Greater Cleveland; the Van Aken 
District; the Fox Charitable Foundation; Joanne Cohen & Morris Wheeler; the Peggy and John 
Garson Family Foundation; in-kind support from the City of Shaker Heights; and, generous 
contributions from other private donors in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 

Shaker Heights Development Corporation (SHDC) is a 501(c)3 non-profit whose mission is to 
enhance the commercial revitalization efforts in Shaker Heights through economic development and 
placemaking strategies in order to strengthen residential neighborhoods and diversify the tax base.  
 
Contacts:   
Laura Wiegand, Arts Van Aken Program Director 
laura.wiegand@shakerdevcorp.com, (216) 334-4413 
 
Nick Fedor, SHDC Executive Director 
Nick.fedor@shakerdevcorp.com, (216) 491-1425 

 

Left:  Loop, a conception and execution by Olivier Girouard, 
Jonathan Villeneuve and Ottoblix. Quartier des Spectacles 
Partnership, Montreal. (Photo: Ulysse Lemerise / OSA) 
 
Above: Archer’s Roost by Lauren Skunta of Elbowgrease 
Design 
 


